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THE POWER OF THE BRITISH'V ( Jf) t rr :--

SEA IN THE ,sLeaLV"r . ..

Hon Enj-ln- Won the Trident and
How .tae Una Held It for Jlore Tkw
200 Yeara Horn She Ha Planted
Herself at the Oatevvaja of the m
and Gathered In n Third of thr
Earth's Dry Land Germany the
Flret to Challenge Her Mnee Trafal-
gar The Grim lliimr of Starve Out.

"llr Men trdav till the wonderful tjnrr c
l.iian-- Iwic control cf the - 1" ' rir i

I ne-tj lie has mini on the water, while ie

lnje aln 11"- - Knm run.- - nf iit TfiiUi
he an Ufmwn an-- nt Tins pen.
Amenta an.l the war will Ic l lie "an eel of !;- -

ft Me iievt eitla- - in lhi miu cf tUKlicj t lie
Srrat Lactsnwnda of tin- - war.

The rock of Gibraltar, as it rises
1.400 feet from the water, is lhe loft-

iest and most majestic of war monu-

ment It is at once the troph and
symbol of England's conquest of Hie
tea--- .

When a ship crossing the Atlantic
is in the last stage of Iter voyage to
Gibraltar, she sometimes niii
through a clear night the twinkli-i- s

light of Cape St. Vincciil. w here the
horizon bends to the Portuguese head-
land, lift lhat cape on St. Valentine's
Dav in 1797 an English fleet defeated
.i Spncisli and iuh control of the
Mediterranean.

As the trans-Ml.uit- ves'el draws
i carer still to where the Pillars of
!Iercn;s stand like pate posts be-

tween the ocean and the the
breakers are seen rolling upon the
samlv bench of Tape Trafalgar. In
s.ht of tli.it stretch of Spanish shore
lrr.inccind Spain lowered their allied
hags to the British conqueror in 1S03

and acknowledged his supremacy on
all the sea.

rnelmllciiKeil for a t enlnr.
Thencefortli for 10!) years Iiritannia

ruleil the wave without a foe rising
to dispute her dominion. Ste.im suc-

ceeded sail; iron supplanted nood:
ships and weapons underwent a com-

plete revolution. Yet. without firing
a shot to defend it. England main-

tained unquestioned her sovereignty
of the waters until 1911. when Ger-in.i-

challenged the victor of Tra-
falgar.

It is true the mistress of the seas
did not remain vvhollv unassailed
through that century and more She
fought the United Stales In 1S12-1- 3.

but the uual engagements 111 that
war generally were combats between
single ships and never between squad-rtn- s

She also joined virtually ail the
other European powers against Rus-si- a

in lsr.i-5- but on the water there
was nothing amounting to a battle In
.he course of the Crimean War. For
toe rest. England's only naval opera-
tions were limited to conflicts with
Turkey. China. Egpt aril other

and uncivilized nations.
N'or doe-- , this wonderful reign date

mercls from Trafalgar It really be-

gan fully 100 ears before, and Tra-
falgar only vindicated and confirmed
II Britannia, therefore, has securely
sat her tossing throne for more than
iwo centuries In all.

From Tyre to London.
The trident of sea power, as it has

passed from hand to hand, ever has
been borne on before in the advanc-
ing march of civilization Yet its
true importance remained to be ex-

plained and established by the lats
Hear Admiral M3han of the American
nsvj only a quarter of a century ngo.
when, in 1S90 he published a series of
lectures, delivered bv 1 im as prusi- -

tcnt ot the Naval War College, in
which h developed and expounded for
the first tune the "'immense determin-".- ;

influence" of sea power "upon the
isiory of the world" The modest r.

then a captain, was astonished to
llnd hlmseir hailed round the world
as the discoverer of a great historical
secret and he blushed beneath the
..huwer of honorary degrees talned
upon him bv Harvard and Yale. Ox-
ford and Cambridge, and other uni-
versities at home and abroad.

IV, hcu history first opened her
upon the ceaseless struggles of man-
kind Tjre was the mistress of lhe
seas and her Phoenician oarsmen
rowed the length of the Mediterran t l
-- ml even to the mouth of the English-

linnel. In the days or 1'tioenicias
degeneracy and her subserviency to
the conquering Persians, the rulership
of the wave passed to the Greeks in
' B C. at tlit battle of Salamis.
.ficr which it became the prize of vlc-tor- v

for the Romans in their war with
Carthage j,

N. xt Islam ioe to cast its shadow
in the waters, and for centuries the
ross was upheld on the seas chiefly

In the valiant sailors of a few Ital-,a- n

towns. Venice. (IcnoR, Pisa and
iiu.lfl waxing into great maritime

powers The freedom of the water
v however, never was fully

won bv" Christendom until 1.171. when
Spaniards and Italians vanquished the
Tirl: at l.epanto

ew seas having mm burst upon
' .ie vision of man.. Th Mediterranean
eased io be the battlefield of the in-'io-

The Spaniards. victorious at
l.epanto bore the trident past the Pil-

lars of lUrculcs and out upon the At- -
Tncre. however, the bucc.lll-cr- .

of Britain l.--id pillaging hands on
i h galleon or Spain .is thev came
freighted with the uold and silver of
'ho New World w hlchmColumhus bad
uncovered for Jier. and in 1S5U she
niirleil her Grand Armada at the ln-',- e

island that had dared I" dispute
er controKof the seas.

Deaf to the Cull of the .'im.
In these later times, when England

'.ooms larger than any other maritime
power in all histor. it Is common
.md easy to reason after the fact that
she won her primacy because her peo-

ple were islanders and therefore took
to the water as naior.illv as ducks 11

s the prosaic fad. :ow ever, that they
were amnzinglv slow to hear lhe call
of the encircling seas and strangely
late in finding thsir home upon tho
desp.

The islanders were not at nil ma-
nners bv nature When Caesar rime
the Britons rode into the waves on
horseback to repel from the saddl.' a
fleet of Roman galleys, llqually un-
challenged bv any inhabitant afloat.
the Invading n .ics and Saxons land
ed at the mouth of the Thames. When.
in turn, those sea rovers from the
Baltic themselves had become Island-
ers, thev lost ihelr wen reel and stood
helplessly on the shore while the
vikings of the north beached their
black boats. Xor did an Island craft
appear to challenge William the Con-
queror when he sailed into l'evensey
Hay.

In the wonderful age of the great
navigators, when the Old World was
aflame with zeal for the discovery
and exploration of hidden seair and
i ontinents. the Islanders were tho last
to catch the spirit nf the hunt. It
was the men from the mainland who
burst the watery bounds of the known
world and belted tho earth. The only
companion o Columbus and Vasco.
Magellan and Vespucius who railed
from a British port was Sebastian
c.ihnt. and he was a Venetian.

While Spain and Portugal were plant
ing their flags around tne giooe and little
Holland was slipping In between them
here and there. Kngland remained con- -

rruiririi- -' naTal
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tent vvithout colonies and without a trad-
ing t in all the newlv opened world
bevond the ss. When he ventured the
long trails that other nations had blazed
It was mostly in the predatory spirit of
Drake .md Hawkins and who
were hardlv inure than the
of Jlie ocean l.iii.-s- . .nc' when she entered
upon commerce the slave
trade was the first object of her ambi-
tion.

Hven as the Spanish Armada bore. .. i. I'nTli.li 1!1 nnl .flOWn lli(lll I iiciii lie- - '
take their stand on the seal

against the oncomms boats of Spain, i

The wie men of London, on the con- -

trarv. began to busv with'
the arming of the mihti i and the piling; i

up ol bruslmoad ot. tie rend'ands tot
be lighted as signal l:reK at the ap- -
proarh of the en-m- The counsels oft
sailors like llowrrl and Drake and
Hawkins prevailed, however, and theiri
daring, with wind and wave for their
allies, brought disaster upon the Spanish
fleet.

England Driven to the Sea.
Her peril and her victory awakenefl I

Kngland at last to the necessity and j

of her situation and both
have remained ever since the flrnt ob-

jects of her care. As long as she sat
amid the trackless wastes of an unex
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plored ocean her people were indifferent
sailors. It was onlv when the wi,,.,, ,t n decade had passed after
had succeeded the III Im-- 1 that pregnant event, the longest and
portancs and the English Channel had latest war between the two powers
become the coveted of the hurst upon the nnirow sea that

that the Wander, turned their eves
to the waters about them. revolution, hnd back the for- -

The Knglish fairly were driven to invaders, were over
sea therefore, because the brine wan Belgium and flowing toward Holland.
In their blood and thej were a race of when 1793 England entered upon a
seafaring "i --" n
they had to take to in elf-it- w ,oar was the
defense from Iinj or every
conquering peoples of the mainland. It coalition against the republic and the
was and remains with them a matter of empiie. while her sbjps, shut 1'ranc
hfe and , within a wooden wall.

It 7 .f.Vr'iin the stratew or nature When at last Kngland had immured,aon Rt st He.Im tn ,. m,dst of
that wlu.ever would control the sea must tl)f llot,. vvnt-r- s. she lesumed her
control the English Channel. It is the march on the wave, where
gateway of Europe to the ocean. At that no enemy roe in her path
-a-tew-iv stands England, and while it until after lb" lape of a century,

when another m.eror and anotherdoes ret follow that the Ens- -'
:,' .' halt Her victory over

h must rule the sea. it an absolute iOUM Ur.r 1(,u jears of
ruler of the sea mustthat the lnllllltv ovrl, i,cl- - victorv over Eouls

rule England as well. Cor England is XIV had brought her nearly seventy-th- e

latch on the Sato and she Is the1 five years of sccuritv. for there was
loot a naval battle worthy the nameSJl.kcvpcr. between the vv.ll of the Spanish slic- -

The Invincible TJnfrn. 'cession the war of the American
On the wreck of Spanish sea ,ner fEngland built her own. Danng to pro-- , vj(.t()r ,,,,, tIlo' ,lc.st iarvost ever

..,.. in
v

the hei to i or

ciann ncrjcii mn..i ..t .... -

British colors. The Dutcn. however, had '

.i .i.- - -.i .ia greater commerce V
greatest in the world. With their Wf)
sail, thev were called the wagoners of

sea. and even Spain bad to employ
them her colonial trade. Not Eng-
land but Holland rent that ad-

venturous Henry Hudson,
on his voyages or and he
rewarded the Dutch K,. to.
them the gateway to North America

sound cotlv to plant
herself of Prance Freed

Dutch declined dream,
ballnst.

nt

great

for of at
was mercy of Span- -

.rni.n... nf and English, isn to again, sn
to

Romans earned to in
in their ambit
trade even as

figs of "What matter;
that bluntly

Monk, when a wnr was under de-

bate in the councils "What
Is more or the

Dutch now have "
the first war Dutch admiral,

von Tromp, sailed with a
.it as a of his

victorv. at the end of that naval
campaign humhlv promised to
dip her colors to mistress or
seas In war.
of lffW-0- however, English were
badlv worsted, and the Dutch, falling

combined
... . .. W. . ......unriiaiienge.1 up ine i name.

.i.onuon liseu me giaro Ul ..:.
burning British ships at Gravesend.

America Was Freed on the Sea

to thrill with an Hmhition for a
and ocean commerce. The British
lion, ever alert to a new rival,
instantlv made friends ith

In 16CS an alliance with
them to save Belgium from
French. In midst the

however. Charles II deserted his
ally in 1B70 and carried England
to "the

undei de Kuyier proved them-
selves moie equal to com-
bined fleets h- -r foes.

English Anally estab-
lished uprmac) bv mining and
sapping the of Holland through
.1... .1... I. i.f .In tesltlanstim

William or Orange as

the and
was French off re-

lief there-
by surrender

American
thercrore. was gained momen-
tary
power.
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from the table her
eves from the canN. Her one and only
Prions im.-.l.- .v the long curse of
two centuries was her deal with
America, when she lost the greatest

all. Otherwise .she made
lean swei

The lleapol the Alaic.
At the outset she wisely sacrificed

111c
alnIan(, sllor channel,

up Dunkirk and put a.-i- her long- -

same instant, she hlrlcd on the
Great, who had moved up from
cow to retrogran. where, as ne said,
he could have window- - on the sea.
r.ritish fleet appeared in the Baltic
and thicateiicd the Russian
with the fate the Spanish and the
Czar into his na-
tive ice. Denmark thought she would
like trading station India, but she.
too. changed hermind when she look-
ed into the muzzles
flosting batteries. Austria, which then
held made ready to embark
upon ocean ventures, but she yielded
to stern As early as 1731
England had attained the two-DOtv-

iisnuaru lor navv that nrr
anv two i.Pr rlvnl,.

Pnlnt thr Map lied.
All the while the mistress ot the

sens was painting the map
red. planting the cross of St. George
in the rairest regions or the earth and
at the most points

France was crowded out of
India and chased out oT Canada, al-
though she wns the pioneer in both
lands. The Dutch had driven their
stakes Australia, but they were
pulled up and the name of tho conti-
nent was changed from New Holland.

rich conquests might all
attributed to sheer brute strength and

blind earth hunger. The wise calcu-
lation nnd the clearEngland appear Tar more
in her minor on the sterile
headlands anil in the rocky islands.

with an unerring Instinct, she
bus hoisted her flag and mounted her

Gibraltar, she filched
Spanish ally In 1701-0- 4 and wnicn sue
has loophojed until it resembles the top

pepper shaker. Dodge hcylla and
Char bdls and emerge from the Straits
or Messina, or go around through the
Southern Straits, and another Jlrltlah
lion crouches there, with his paws on

.gnrnereii mi tile sea
required every foreicn ship that ear aftei year. Englnnd played

Channel to lower flag the the gpmc inpirt siipeiblv without

the

rorth

New York, vvith its ba. Its and cherished and ambition
Its river. in the midst

Naturally the to touch from that having
thrown ov er that havy shetheir caps and step aside when the new ller!)(,lf ,rlo,y the taskto the trident passed b.v. There- - trolling tho sea and gaining

upon England opened in 1(3. forty- - empire bejond the confines of Europe,
vear campaign the Already she had Holland her
her saucv little rival. Holland the At the ftrt sign the

Europe the navy coming nie
hur w" tl" smashed the infant fleet andl.nged destroj ,.,en(.xt caused the or

the Spain dc.tioed 1719. At the
the Carthage.
this or reason?" demanded
Gen.

we want trade which the

In ti"
the channel

broo'ii his masthead sign
but

Holland
the the

another that
the

outclassed the fleets ofu..i
llic

lloir
Next France under Louis XIV began

navy
an

scent
the Dutch

and formed
the

the of
over

other side. the
Dutch

than the
allied

Although the Dutch remained
Hie

their
power
iiiiiiIk.iIh

while reigned

28,

or lifting

Peter

Belgium,

,,(

Those

which)

sovereign or both countries. in ineiiiuns mosi me uuiiiuiminh ii...a
made for that Joint rule. in naval strategy. She not only pro-whi-

lasted rrom 1B9 to 1701. Hoi- - vided herseir with pathway step-lan- d

received the small end or the bars ping stones across every sea. encir-gai- n

Her navv fell into decay and her cling the globe her naval sta-tra-

was while, like tlons and harbors or reruge. but she
youthful giant. England the 'also seized upon the or nearly
seas and gnthered In colonial posses- - all the passes and straits
sions alons her now un- - seas,

way. Thr of tlie Sens.
Seven limes France rose check

her advance, but only in the time The voyager around the ""'"
the American did she halt escapes from the shadow England
her ror moment. French ships de- - fortresses drawn about the globe like
cided the issue then in ravor or the re- - chain. Pass out or her own Batcwav
volted colonies and cost England between the Channel and the ocean and
great empire. For it was by Frer.ch go to the threshold the
ships that army came like lion. stnnds her rock ot

from herassistance or It
ships that cut the

or at
the or the

English.
In that

or sea
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the Island of Malta, which he captured I out of those Netherlands, and next Na-fro- iu

tho French. poleon. Just as she is battling there
At the farther end of the tideless sea now In repel Oermanv.

the British island of Cyprus mounts
( while at the ctlt of the Medl- -

let ranean John Hull is astride the Suez i

Canal, which the French dug tor him.
Steer Into the Persian Gulf and the Brit- -

nh shore of Baluchistan is the upper
lip or Its mouth, or continue eastward
ami the British Island of Ceylon
found Ijing in the very path round the
Indian Piiiinsula. Pas.s on to the China
Sen. and one of the shores of the Malacca
Strait Is colored red. while Singapore is
Just ahead. And where the China Sea
begins to narrow for the Strait of For-
mosa, the British bull dogs are pulling
on their leashes in the harbor of Hong-
kong".

The American revolution and the Mon-
roe doctrine together have caused the
links In the chain to lengthen somewhat
in the New World, but even here It
remains unbroken. Victoria holds the
fort in the upper Pacitir, convenient to
Pueet Sound, and Halifax, with its
searching eye. leans out over the North
Atlantic, vhile across Hie front of the j

L mien ano us e anai.
Britain'.s picket line of islands is flung
out from Bermuda to Trinidad, with
British Honduras and British Guiana for
their bases on the sonthern mainland.

It was by no blind chance of war that,
a German squadron was caught ana
beaten to pxces at the mouth of the
Strait of Magellan. England almost
came to blows with Spain in 1770 to gain
control of the Falkland Islands down
there. She had her sails up and ready
to fight for possession 0f that key to
the stra't; but she got the Islands with-
out having to fire a shot.

She was still more determined to com-
mand the southern cape or the other
hemisphere. Napoleon Insisted on her
restoring to the Dutch that Cape of
Good Hope at the Peace of Amiens in
1902; but as soon as war broke out again
she seized it once more and thence she
lias stcadilv worked her way to her vast
African empire.

The Arbiter or the Land.
Thus by sea power alone the 43oth

part of the habitable globe has possessed
itself of a full third or the earth. Nor
does it matter thaf a half or that tiny
fraction of our sphere, which we call
the 1,'nlted Kingdom, is unproductive and
much of the remaining half Is left to
the deer and the sheep. For England
sows on tho waters and gathers her
golden crops from their remotest shores.

It Is tho choicest humor of history that
while a little Island was subjugating tho
seas nnd restlessly picXhig up land by
the million square miles, the continental
nations were forever scrambling among
themselves over worthless baubles In
exhausting war.s of dinastlf succession
or cutting one another's throats over
A!sacc-Iorraln- e. the division of Poland
and other comparatively trivial objects.
Still England's unfailing readiness to
subsidize their wars out of her hoarded
spoils Is perhaps equally humorous.

Renouncing and despising iny con-
quests on the European continent, she
has been In a position at all times to cry.
"Co It lear. go It man"' Her withers
could not be wrung: her fields could
not be overrun and her cities burned.
Indeed, she has prospered all the more
In the widst of many of the conflicts that
left her neighbors helpless and pros-
trate.

Her one Interest, her one unehanrlns
object has been to thwart the ambition
of any nation, whether Spain or Ger-
many, the France or Louis XIV. or the
Trance or the Revolution and the emplrevi
to dominate me mainland and rule It as
she rules the sea. The little atrip of
marshlands lying opposite her always
has been the test of her policy and she
has been the unrelenting enemy of any
nation that has attempted to annex that
shore, which la her door stoop on the
Continent. First she aided to drive Spain
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Tluu through the ceiUuries has the
island kingdom, secure lrom invasion
and thrust liko a mailed fist in the faco
of Euiope. plaed one Jealous nation
against the other and maintained what
it chooses to call the balance or power.
Thus the mistrejs or ine seas nas maue
herseir the arbiter of the destinies of
tho land.

The Trnnt of the Sena.
I have attempted hurriedly to sum-

marize tho history of motives and ac-
tions, not to deducn their effects. This.
therefore. Is only a bare outline of the
lourse pursued by Krgland to make her-
seir the tyrant or the seas and establish
a despotism on the water. It is not an
effort to explore the consequences of
Britannia s absolute rule or the wave.

It is easy enough to propose that the
seas be as rree as nature made them
and iiecoinc a great common, across
which nation. shall pass equal and un-
armed. It is an awkward contemnornrv
rart, however that two of the ablest
ani niost ambitious peoples In the worf
the British and the Japanese, are Island- -

Naval therefore,
would leave them helpless In the presence
of land armaments and shut them out
from the careers open to their competi-
tors on the neighboring continents. The
waters about them would become Chinese
walls.

In the beginning of her sea power
English policy was almost. !f not
quite, as restrictive and
as Spain's and Holland's had been.
Cromwell's navigation act was rramed
to exclude as rar as possible other
flags rrom the commerce or England
and her colonies and arterward It was
narrowed down to the purpose or
keeping her colonies themselves rrom
building up a shipping or their own.
Did not the Declaration of

sternly indict the British sov-
ereign for having cut off the trade
of the Americans with all parts of
the world?

A self-relian- bred hy
'mastery, together with the

mellowing Influences of age, had
caused Erltnlnnla to relax and abate
her once harsher rule. In the proces-
sion of time here has become In many
respects a most enlightened tyranny,
a most liberal despotism. I never have
entered a British harbor anywhere
without a feeling that there was
something nobly courageous In the
freedom with which the port was
thrown open to all comers. "Have you
anv spirits or tobacco, sir?" If no.
then a touch of the cap. a how of
welcome and the examination was fin-

ished. So It would be with a ship cap-
tain, having a cargo of the richest
fabrics In the hold or his vessel. Eng-
lnnd alone among the great nations
maintains an open door.

Yet within her sort gloves Britannia
still keeps her hand or steel, as roes
and neutrals alike have winced to
learn In the course or the present
war. Nor has she ever scrupled to re-
ject anv amendment to
law which progress seemed to prompt,
hut which war calculated to restrain
her In ruthlessly putting down any
possible rebellion against her absolu-
tism. No has heen per-
mitted to dull a claw of the Brltlsn
lion.

'inrnlnc t'pon Germany.
True to her Instincts. England turn-

ed upon Germany the moment she de-

tected In that new empire a symptom
of maritime rivalry. Ger-
many was her friend ane Tor cen-

turies she had almost Invariably al-

lied herself with the Germans In their
struggles. She alone stood by Fred-
erick the Great. But Prussia had no
ports on the Atlantic then and there
was no German navy or German mer-
chant marine.
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England even transferred Helgo-
land to Germany as lately as 1S30: but
Wilhelm wanted that key to the Elbe
and the yet incompleted Kiel Canal
only for a biological station! It should
ne rememDerea mat no longer hbo
than 1S98 the German navy stood in
the humble and harmless relation or
one to six in comparison with the
British.

Britannia's tridentlal spears know
no brother, not even a brother Teu-
ton. It was enough for her to see the
Kaiser reviewing his growing fleer,
boasting himself the "Admiral of the
Atlantic" and preaching to his people
that their "future lies on the sea." At
once she drew la Belle France to her
bosom and mnde up with that spite-
ful, age-lon- g foe. In her new terror
she lost her old terror of the bear
that so persistently had been trying
to walk like a man down to the warm
waters of the Dardanelles, and she
trustingly rushed Into his fraternal
embrace.

Meanwhile the hammers of her shlp-var-

rang furiously in her efforts to
protect the steadily-narrowin- g margin
or her naval superiority. From one-six- th

the size or the British In 1S9S.
the German fleet soon grew to a
rourth: in 1904 it was a third, and
when the war came it was almost half
as large and strong.

Preparing; for "War.
Even that preponderance would have

been virtually nullified had Englana
been under the necessity or dispersing
her fleet over all the seas of her
world-wid- e empire. As far back as
three years ago. In the midst of seem-
ing peace, Germany hnd her ships
manned, stored, victualled and with
crews In constant training. The Brit-
ish admiralty met that menace by
an unprecedented concentration.England's alliance with Janan en
abled her to denude her Asiatic sta- -
tlons. ler good relations with tne
United States permitted her to leave
hardly more than a squadron of
training ships In the North Atlantic,

she abolished outright her South
Atlantic and Northern Pacific squad-
rons. Finally, her entente with France
relieved her of all anxiety In the Med-
iterranean.

Steadily, therefore, she called home
her fighting ships and drew In her
rar-nun- g battle line unin practicaity
It was less than ninety miles long
the length of Germanv's North Sea
coast. Thanks to the measures she
had taken, she stood before Germany's
shore in overwhelming strength when
the war broke.

The Strategic Problem.
In one Important respect lhe strat-

egic problem Is extremely simple for
the British navy. "When she had France
for a foe she had three coasts to pa-
trol and control the Channel, the At-
lantic and the Mediterranean. With
Germany confronting her, she lias only
two coasts, rnus lar sne nas aoanaon-e- d

one of these, thnt of the Baltic,
because the Kiel Canal has the effect
of permitting the German fleet to
operate at will either In the Baltic
or the Atlantic. The British, thererore.
have not yet ventured to divide andattempt to establish their control in
the lesser sea. .

While England has pursued broadly
a defensive campaign Germany has
been enabled by mines and submarines
to combine the offensive with the de
fensive In her operations. Thus for
more than half n year of war the
greater fleet has occupied generally
only a defensive position. But It de-
fends much since It maintains Brit-
ain's control of all the seas save two.
the Black and the Baltic. Kverywhere
else the German flag Is banned.

Under the protection of England's
supremacy on the sea she has brought
to the tiring line Indian. Australians
and Canadians, ana .vir Winston
Churchill told the House of Common
that the British navy has convoyed to
all 1.000.000 soldiers. Moreover. Parts
herself was saved b.v sea last Septem-
ber, for It was the troops that poured
over the Channel who stopped the Ger-
man drive on the French capital.
Finally the nsval power of the entente
In the water that control the Italian
Peninsula suffices absolutely. If there
were no domestic reasons ror such a
policy, to separate Italy from tho
Trlnle Alliance

Germany has an Important advan
tage In tne possession or. a oase on
th. tteiirian coast, where she flanks
her There would be a JI - !

vantage to counterbalance this If Rus- -
sla were strongest in ine xanic, ror

there Germany has the allied foe on
her rear. The Belgian base prcsumably
Ih supremely useful to the Kaiser in
his submarine operations.

In the grim but inglorious game of
starve-ou- t. to which the two nations,
seem to be settling down, tho com-
mand of the sea must prove to be thm
determining factor. If England should
b cut off from the water her sur-
render would be onlv a matter of.
hours, for she gets four-fift- of herj
food b.v sea and is dependent on It
even for her butter and eggs

But can she be isolated while hnr
superior fleet remains Intact? Can Qer
many destroy Ennland's control of the
water without first destroving or seri
ously impairing the English naw?
Can the sea he mastered from beneath
the waves'

Submarine warfare is in the experi-
mental stage, and It is an historical
fact that privateering never deter-
mined or affected the result of a na-
val war By privateering, a belligerent
often has succeeded in disturbing the
enemy's control of the sen. but itnever has succeeded in establishing Its
own. For example, French privateers
In the wars of the revolution and theempire captured no less than 10.000 or
11.000 English ships, but without ad-
vancing the power of France on the
water

At times as many as 300 merchant
ships were gathered together within
the protecting guns of British frlRntes
and thus sailed through tho danger
zone. The British fleet has done well
in protecting Itself from submarine
attacks. Its cruisers and destroyers
ought to be equally efficient in con-
voying merchant ships. If a convoy
should become a necesslt.

As for England's effort to shut In
Germany, the effect of cutting orr
from the sea a continental nation must
be more slowly felt than in the case
or an island. Napoleon withstood it
twelve years: but he Hart the rree
range or virtually the whole of Eu-
rope.

It would be rash to attempt a fore-
cast of the fortunes of a great, re-
sourceful land like Germany In "sstruggle with her 'maritime foe. Itought to lc unnecessary to say. how-
ever, that unless she conquers the sea.
tho sea ultimately will conquer her. 31atrrlnns Porter.

The control or the sea exercises istill somewhat mysterious power
century ago. no one. not the Eng'isli
themselves, understood how cor.p e'e-l- y

every victory of France on the iu I
was offset, every move she made i n
the chessboard of Europe was check-
mated on the water.

Even so great a strategist as Napo-
leon perhaps did not always visualise
how closely English ships dogged bissteps as he marched from one seeming-victor-

to another. Vet thev- - drove hhn
out of Corsica, in the first Instance,
and to his destiny; they marooned him
on a desert amidst his useless con- -
nests In Egypt, they turned him back?rom the walls of Acre: they blocked

his way to Italy and compelled htm
to leap the Alp, and the. were drawn
across his path when, with hi 100 nnri.
he prepared on tho height. of Bou-
logne to plant his eagles on the Tower
of London

As he marched awav to the con-
quest of Europe at VusterlitzNe'son
obllteialed the French na-- y aT Tra-
falgar. Again he was marooned jiist as
effectually ns in Egypt.. although nar-ural- lv

In Europe he would not so
quickly feel his Isolation

Thenceforth he struggled In the in-

visible but ever tightening toll of
the sea power of England He march-
ed and battled and conquered until
he brought to his feet everj-- foe save
the one whose watery line of com-
munication and retreat he could not
cut Yet never a red coat did he sen
until one rainy June afternoon In 1S13.
vnen he came to the road leadlnrr to
Wterloo.

t last, when all Europe was upon
h"- -- siil he turned for flight, tho un-c- o'

oif-'e- sea opened Its arms to take .
him enntlve. At the harbor moutl- - lay
a British ship that had been in the
btttte or the Nile and In the battle
of Trafalgar, and. climbing aboard the
ReUerophon. he tardily completed Nel-so- ir

v'ctory tf ten years before.
"Wherever there Is water to float a

ship." he sighed to his English cap-
tor, "we are sure to find you In our
way." The Great Capt n had failed
as 1000 years before him Hannibal hart

' on ino inu a powerffh iVth
frUl-h- t Sr 17 June MercanJ
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